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Product
Potatoes
Trout 
Austrian Winter Peas 
Barley
Peppermint Oil
Wrinkled Seed Peas
Sugarbeets
Prunes & Plums
Hops
Cheese
Hay, alfalfa
Milk
Onions, Summer Storage
Lentils	
Milk Cows
Spearmint Oil
Dry Edible Peas
Canola
Dry Edible Beans
Spring Wheat
All Wheat
Corn, Silage
Cherries, Sweet
Wool
All Sheep and Lamb
Haylage, All
Wheat, Winter
Peaches
Hay, All
Apples, All
Honey
Cattle	&	Calves,	All

Rank
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
3
3
3
3
3
4
4
4
4
4
4
5
5
6
6
6
7
7
7
8
9

10
10
12
13

% of U.S.
33
52
53
29
27
22
20
18
10
8
7
7

10
8
6
6
5
3
8
6
5
5
1
6
5
4
4
1
4
1
2
3

Commodity
Dairy
Wheat
Processed Vegetables
Beef
Feeds
Fresh Vegetables
Livestock
Hides & Skins
Corn
Poultry
Pork
Fresh Fruits
Processed Fruits
Vegetable Oils
Other
Total

 $ (Millions)
$460.1
$392.3
$262.8
$179.2
$143.2
$137.9
$75.1
$56.2
$17.0
$ 8.1
$ 7.3
$ 5.6
$ 5.0
$ 1.3

$465.4
 $2,216.5

Idaho Food and Agriculture Products 
Exported (2014 )

Country
Mexico
Canada
China
South Korea
Japan
Indonesia
Netherlands
Spain
Thailand
Australia
Other

% Market Share
 24.33%
 19.93%
   7.85%
  7.12%
  4.78%
  3.75% 
  3.31%
  2.52%
  2.09%
  1.77%
       22.53%

Where Idaho Agricultural
 Exports Go: Idaho 2015 Export 

Market Share

Source: GTIS

     Number of Farms                     116
     Cropland Acres        96,563
     Pasture/Rangeland         51,223
     Total Acres         125,141             
     Total Sales            $65,696,000

Idaho Organic Production
2012 Agricultural Census

Photo Courtesy of USA Onions

Source:  USDA ERS  2015 data will be released Fall 2016



Agriculture in Idaho

     Agriculture is vital to the state’s economy.   
Idaho’s 25,000 farms and ranches produce 
more than 185 different commodities and the 
state ranks in the top ten in the nation in 30 
of them.  Idaho is the third-largest agricul-
tural state in the West and second in net farm 
income.
 
Cash receipts for 2015 are estimated to be 
$7.9 billion.  Food and beverage processing 
contributes another $8.5 billion in sales and is 
Idaho’s second largest manufacturing sector.  
Idaho is home to big-name manufacturers and 
established brands as well as niche suppliers 
of specialty foods and beverages.  From fries 
to cheese to wine, Idaho is producing quality 
products to feed the world.  Together, agricul-
ture and food processing are the backbone of 
much of rural Idaho generating 21% of Idaho’s 
total economic output in sales and 16% of GDP.  

Idaho is most famous for its potatoes.  But 
it is also well known for being a seed capitol 
in the country, if not the world.  Idaho grows 
70% of the hybrid temperate sweet corn seed 
produced globally and ranks among the leading 
suppliers of alfalfa, field bean, garden bean, 
and Kentucky bluegrass seed in the nation.  
Idaho vegetable seed production includes car-
rot, onion, turnip, lettuce and many more.

Idaho’s growing wine and viticulture industry 
is also gaining recognition.  Idaho now has two 
American Viticulture Areas (AVA).  The first, the 
Snake River Valley AVA was designated in 2007. 
The second, the Eagle Foothills AVA, was ap-
proved in 2015 and is the first to be fully con-
tained within Idaho’s borders.  A third AVA, the 
Lewis-Clark AVA, is expected to be approved in 
late 2016.  

Idaho Agriculture
2012 Agriculture Census

Number of Farms/Ranches            24,816

Land in Farms/Ranches (acres)     11,760,109

Irrigated Land (acres)        3,365,292

Average Age of Operator                   57

Average Size of Farm/Ranch (acres)                    474

Idaho Livestock  January 2016
                                             Total head 
Cattle and Calves       2,400,000
Dairy Cattle           587,000
Sheep and Lambs             255,000

Total Cash Receipts
Year           Dollars (1,000) 
2015^ $7,877,000
2014*          $8,743,318
2013*  $8,317,046
2012* $7,586,979
2011*               $7,368,419
2010  $5,889,969
2009  $5,144,327         
2008*  $6,216,935
2007*  $5,719,830
2006*  $4,589,839
2005*  $4,416,536
2004*  $4,405,372

^ Estimated     *Denotes a Record Setting Year

Cash Receipts Breakdown
Livestock & Crops

Livestock cash receipts  $5,471,055
Crops cash receipts   $3,272,263

Total cash receipts  $8,743,318

If Idahoans had to consume all products 
produced within the state, every resident 

would need to consume 
EACH DAY:

195 slices of bread
49 potatoes       

2 lbs of cheese or 43 glasses of milk
1.5 lbs of beef 

 2  onions
3 cups of beans

and more. 

2014 Top Idaho Commodities
  Value of   
                                                                       Production In $
  ($1000)Commodity             Harvested
Milk (all)
Cattle	&	Calves
Hay
Potatoes
Wheat
Sugarbeets
Barley
Dry Edible Beans
Corn (Grain)
Onions
Peppermint
Hops
Canola
Apples
Peaches
Lentils
Honey
Sweet Cherries
Wrinkled Seed Peas
Spearmint
Oats
Austrian Winter Peas
Prunes & Plums

N/A
N/A

1,390,000
320,000

1,196,000
169,000
550,000
124,000
235,000

6,900
14,700
3,743

34,000
2,400
1,100

24,000
N/A
700
N/A

1,200
15,000
7,500
400

$3,204,663
$1,731,000

$961,080
$956,736
$582,170
$283,680
$267,187

$73,557
$66,560
$44,083
$33,196
$18,806

$9,792
$8,737
$8,372
$8,184
$6,902
$5,267
$4,968
$3,276
$3,247
$2,652

$995

As of 2014, USDA is no longer reporting cash receipts of 
individual commodities. For this reason, ISDA is now using 

Value of Production in $ for reporting commodities.


