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Damage 
 
Vigorous hardwoods can usually survive one complete defoliation, but a similar attack may be fatal to 
conifers. Repeated defoliation of hardwoods, however, will reduce tree vigor to a point where other 
factors or pests may cause death. Tree losses have been noted after one to two years of complete 
defoliation during drought periods, particularly on poor sites. The aesthetic, recreational and watershed 
values of forest, park and ornamental trees can be seriously threatened by the gypsy moth. The hairs of 
the young larvae often cause a skin rash on humans. 
 
 
 
Asian gypsy moth 
 
The Asian strain of the gypsy moth, which belongs to the same species as the European gypsy moth, 
feeds upon more than 500 species of plants (USDA APHIS & Forest Service, 2000), including many 
conifers and hardwood species. Unlike the European strain, the female Asian gypsy moths have the 
ability to fly up to 40 miles (USDA Forest Service, 1991); this attribute would greatly accelerate dispersal 
and colonization if the moths were to escape.   
 
The Asian gypsy moth has been introduced to Europe and has reached North America on both western 
and eastern seaboards several times as egg masses on ships (USDA APHIS & Forest Service, 2000). 
Each time, emergency control programs have succeeded in eradicating the moth. New introductions of 
Asian gypsy moth appear inevitable and established infestations would probably be extremely difficult to 
control. 
 
Other Resources 
 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/plant_pest_info/gypsy_moth/index.shtml 
 
http://ceris.purdue.edu/napis/pests/agm/ 
 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/lpa/pubs/fsheet_faq_notice/fs_phasiangm.html 
 
http://agr.wa.gov/PlantsInsects/InsectPests/GypsyMoth/default.htm 
 
http://www.oregon.gov/ODA/PLANT/ippm_gm_alert.shtml#Asian_gypsy_moths_ 
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