






























































FALL 2014 – OVERHEAD & FRINGE BENEFIT INFO FROM NEIGHBORING STATES 

 

Colorado Department of Agriculture: 

Mitch Yergert, Plant Industries Division Director: 303-869-9052 

No grants are funded. Occasionally cooperative agreements with colleges are signed. Fringe benefits are capped 

at 10% 

 

Montana Department of Agriculture: 

Carol Bearden, Weed Program Specialist: 406-444-7880 cbearden@mt.gov 

I spoke to Beth Eiring, Quarantine / Nursery Specialist. The Nursery program does not fund any grants, their 

weed program does. Beth referred me to Carol Bearden, the Weed Program Specialist. The state of Montana has 

a singular web site that organizes all grant funding. FundingMT.org Carol explained that Montana will not cover 

any overhead, but fringe benefits are considered on a case by case basis. Not all grant requests are fully funded.  

 

Nevada Department of Agriculture: 

Peggy McKie, Nursery Program Supervisor: 775-353-3672 

Nevada does not fund any type of grants. They would, someday, like to have something similar to our Nursery 

Advisory Committee. But do not at this time.  

 

Oregon Department of Agriculture: 

Sue Nash, Nursery Program Assistant: 503-986-4644  

Oregon has a very similar NAC that funds grants. They have their rules clearly stated. They will not fund any 

overhead or fringe benefits. They only fund the pure research. Sometimes they will fund a grant request, but not 

to the full amount requested. 

 

Utah Department of Agriculture: 

Clint Burfitt, Program Manager: 801-538-7184 – Best contact is email:  cburfitt@utah.gov 

Utah does not regularly fund research, but when it does, overhead / fringe benefits are limited to 10% of the 

total amount funded.  

 

Washington Department of Agriculture: 

Tom Wessels, Plant Services Program Manager: 360-902-1984 twessels@agr.wa.gov 

Email response, “We have nothing in statute that specifically prohibits indirect costs, but we have a cooperative 

agreement with WSU where they agree not to charge overhead. Probably 90% of our projects are funded 

through this agreement. We do fund projects by other research institutes but they usually don’t charge much 

overhead, probably because they know their proposals won’t be select by the NAC if they do. We have had a 

few projects where they charged overhead but never more than 10%, which is what the feds will pay.” 

 

Wyoming Department of Agriculture:  

Polly Cross, Assistant Manager, Technical Services: 307-777-6574 

They do not fund any grants of any types.  
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