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IDAPA 02 
TITLE 04 

CHAPTER 09 

 

02.04.09 – RULES GOVERNING MILK AND CREAM PROCUREMENT AND TESTING 

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SERVICE) 
 
008. DEFINITIONS. 
The following definitions shall apply in the interpretation and the enforcement of this chapter: (3-21-12) 
 
 01. Abnormal Test. A test result from a producer sample that is dissimilar from recent producer milk 
component or quality parameter testing results; an anomaly. (3-21-12) 
 
 02. Accuracy Check. A test made at the beginning of each testing session and once per hour thereafter 
to determine the continued accuracy of the testing device. (3-21-12) 
 
 03. Approved Testing Methods. Methods approved by the director for testing milk or cream 
components and quality parameters when those components and parameters are used as a basis of payment. (3-21-
12) 
 
 04. Calibration. The settings established on a testing device that will result in an average number of 
results that are within tolerance. (3-21-12) 
 
 05. Clearance Test.  A sample set issued to an official laboratory, by the Department, to maintain a 
probationary testing license or reinstate a suspended testing license.    (        ) 
 
 056. Control Samples. Milk samples used to determine or set the calibration of the testing device. 
   (3-21-12) 
 
 067. Component Testing. An analysis of milk or cream constituents including milkfat, protein, lactose 
or solids-nonfat, which is used as a basis of payment. (3-21-12) 
 
 078. Department. The Idaho State Department of Agriculture. (3-21-12) 
 
 089. Director. The Director of the Idaho State Department of Agriculture or his designee. (3-21-12) 
 
 0910. Detailed Pricing Description. The method used by the purchaser of milk or cream as the criteria 
for determining the price paid. (3-21-12) 
 
 101. Milk Component or Component. A unique compound within milk whose relative mass within the 
milk may be used to determine the payment to producers. Component parts of milk include milkfat, protein, lactose, 
solids-nonfat, other solids, and total solids. (3-21-12) 
 
 112. Official Laboratory. A facility, licensed by the department, that tests milk or cream components 
or quality parameters for the purpose of determining the value of the product when sold or purchased by producers or 
processors.  (3-21-12) 
 
 123. Outlier. A regulatory sample result that appears to deviate markedly from other members of the 
sample set in which it occurs. (3-21-12) 
 
 134. Pay Records. Signed written or printed records, which itemize milk volume, milk component and 
quality parameters used as payment to a producer or other processor. (3-21-12) 
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 145. Performance Error. The difference between the known percentage content of each milk 
component in the control sample, as determined by the sample provider, and the percentage content as measured by 
the testing device. (3-21-12) 
 
 156. Person. An individual, association, partnership, firm, joint stock company, private company, or 
legal entity, which is recognized by law as the subject of rights and duties. (3-21-12) 
 
 167. Producer. A dairy farm permitted by the department to sell milk for human consumption. 
   (3-21-12) 
 
 178. Processor. A creamery, milk plant, shipping or cream buying station, milk condensing plant, cheese 
factory, mix making plant, ice cream factory, reprocessing plant, casein plant, powdered milk plant, or factory of milk 
products, or other person receiving or purchasing milk or cream in bulk other than a retail vendor of milk on the basis 
of volume, milk components, or milk quality. (3-21-12) 
 
 189. Quality Parameter. The quality of milk or cream as determined by the bacteria/plate count method, 
somatic cell count, temperature, drug residues or other parameters as approved by the department. (3-21-12) 
 
 20. Rolling Group of Thirteen (13).  A series of thirteen (13) consecutive sample testing dates where 
the lab performance error of each biweekly component test is averaged together to represent the long term accuracy 
of the lab.  To be considered a valid testing date, a lab must evaluate and provide results on no less than nine (9) 
component samples from each round of testing. (        ) 
 
 1921. Testing Device. The equipment used to determine the percentage of milk or cream components. 
   (3-21-12) 
 
 22. Sample Set.  A group of not less than nine (9) milk samples issued by the Department to each 
official laboratory to evaluate component testing accuracy.  (        ) 
 
 203. Tolerance. The acceptable performance error from the control values of each group of component 
samples as determined by the sample provider. The allowable plus and allowable minus variances from zero (0) when 
conducting component testing. For purposes of this rule, the variances shall be within plus or minus forty-four one-
thousandths percent (.044%) for milkfat or protein and within plus or minus eighty-four one-thousandths percent 
(.084%) for total solids or solids-nonfat, except that regulatory sample tolerances are those set forth in Section 302 of 
this rule.   (3-21-12) (        ) 
 

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SERVICE) 
 
120. SAMPLE INTEGRITY. 
Milk or cream samples must be handled, stored, and shipped in a manner that maintains the integrity of the samples. 
Samples must be maintained in a temperature range of thirty-three degrees (33°) to forty-five degrees (45°) Fahrenheit. 
(0.55° to 7.22° Celsius). (3-21-12) (         ) 
 
121. DAILY PERFORMANCE CHECKS. 
All testing devices must be subjected to a daily performance check before each day’s testing, in accordance with the 
standards set by the testing device manufacturer, or as set forth in this Section. (3-21-12) 
 
 01. Daily Performance Check Samples. (3-21-12) 
 
 a. Source. A set of daily performance check samples must be obtained from a sample provider 
approved by the department, or may be made by the official laboratory. (3-21-12) 
 
 b. Number. Unless otherwise specified by the manufacturer of the testing device, a minimum of two 
(2) control milk samples must be analyzed before daily component testing begins. (3-21-12) 
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 c. Requirements. The control samples must comply with the requirements set forth in Sections 103 
and 104 111 of this rule and fall within the component ranges typically found in the samples to be tested.  
   (3-21-12) (         ) 
 
 02. Procedure. To conduct a daily performance check, the official laboratory must test a set of daily 
performance check samples. Based on the daily performance check, the official laboratory must do the following: 
   (3-21-12) 
 
 a. Determine the performance error of the testing device with respect to each daily performance check 
sample. The performance error is the difference between the known percentage content of each milk component in 
that sample, as determined by the sample provider, and the percentage content as measured by the testing device; and
 (3-21-12) 
 
 b. Calculate the mean difference for the set of daily performance check samples. The mean difference 
is the sum of the performance errors for the individual samples, divided by the number of samples in the 
set.   (3-21-12) 
 
 03. Calibration Based On Daily Performance Check. If the mean difference calculated on a daily 
performance check exceeds plus or minus forty-four thousandths percent (.044%) for milkfat or protein, or eighty-
four thousandths percent (.084%) for total solids or solids-nonfat, the testing device shall not be used until it is 
recalibrated in accordance with Section 111. (3-21-12) 
 

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SERVICE) 
 
302. REGULATORY SAMPLES. 
 
 01. Samples Set. (3-21-12) (         ) 
 
 a. The department will provide a minimum of nine (9) samples sample sets to an official laboratory 
laboratories, on a bi-weekly basis or at a frequency determined by the department to be necessary to ensure accurate 
component testing 
results.   (3-21-12) (        ) 
 
 b. The samples will be obtained from the company or entity that provides calibration samples to the 
official laboratory, if available. The department may provide regulatory samples from other sources if necessary. 
   (3-21-12) 
 
 c. The official laboratory must immediately process the samples, while being observed by a 
department employee or agent, for those components used by the processor or procurer as a basis of payment. 
   (3-21-12) 
 
 d. The official laboratory must evaluate the sample set using identical control standards and device 
settings for which are used to routinely evaluate Idaho producer milk components for basis of payment. (         ) 
 
 de. If the official laboratory is unable to process the samples due to maintenance or mechanical issues, 
the department employee or agent who is delivering the samples may wait for the testing device to become operable. 
If the integrity of the regulatory samples is compromised due to the delay, the department may obtain and deliver an 
additional set of regulatory samples. (3-21-12) 
 
 02. Regulatory Sample Results. The regulatory sample results will be compiled by the department and 
evaluated by the department in rolling groups of thirteen (13) test results. (3-21-12) (        ) 
 
 03. Outliers. Sample results that have been identified as outliers will not be used in the calculation of 
tolerance for regulatory test results. (3-21-12) 
 
 04. Regulatory Sample Tolerances. Each group of rolling thirteen (13) test results average shall be 
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within the following tolerances for those components used as a basis of payment by the processor or procurer: (3-21-
12) (         ) 
 
 a. Plus or minus thirty-three thousandths two hundredths percent (.033.02%) for milkfat and 
protein.   (3-21-12) (        ) 
 
 b. Plus or minus thirty-one thousandths percent (.031%) for protein. (3-21-12) 
 
 cb. Plus or minus sixty-five thousandths percent (.065%) for solids, other than milkfat or protein. 
   (3-21-12) 
 
303. LICENSE SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION BASED ON REGULATORY SAMPLES. 
 
 01. Regulatory Sample Test Result Averages. Whenever two (2) of the last four (4) regulatory sample 
results exceed the tolerance for milkfat, protein or solids as set forth in Subsection 302.04 of this rule, the department 
may suspend the official laboratory’s license. 
 01. 2 out of 4 violation. Whenever the average performance error of two (2) of the last four (4) rolling 
groups of 13 exceed the tolerance for milkfat, protein or solids as set forth in Subsection 302.04 of this rule, the 
department will issue a written notice to the official laboratory. This notice shall be in effect as long as two (2) of the 
last four (4) rolling groups of 13 exceed the allowable tolerance for component testing. (3-21-12) (        ) 
 
 02. Cumulative Regulatory Sample Results. When the department has accumulated a minimum of 
one thousand (1,000) regulatory sample results from an official laboratory, and the average of those regulatory sample 
results exceeds zero (0) by more than plus or minus two hundredths percent (.02%) for milkfat or protein, the 
department may suspend the official laboratory’s license. (3-21-12) 
 
 032. Review of Records Prior to License Suspension. If two (2) out of four (4) of an official 
laboratory’s regulatory sample results rolling groups of 13 average are out of tolerance pursuant to Section 302.04 of 
this rule, the department will evaluate the following items prior to suspending the testing license: may review the 
records kept by the official laboratory pursuant to Section 350 of this rule. If the official laboratory is able to 
demonstrate through those records that it has performed all calibration and checks required under these rules, and that 
the results of those calibrations and checks show that the testing device is operating within the tolerances set forth in 
Sections 110, 111 and 130, the official laboratory may, at the department’s discretion, be placed on probation for a 
period of two (2) weeks. The department will review the most recent thirteen (13) week average following the next 
regulatory samples, and if that average remains out of tolerance pursuant to Subsection 302.04 of this rule, the 
department may suspend the official laboratory’s license. (3-21-12) (        ) 
 
 a. Records Review.  The Department shall review records kept by the official laboratory pursuant to 
Section 350 of this rule.   (        ) 
 
 b. Clearance Test.  The average performance error of the official laboratory must be within plus or 
minus .031% protein, .033% milkfat and .065% other solids on all scheduled sample sets, until the official laboratory 
no longer exceeds the performance tolerance on two (2) out of four (4) rolling groups of 13 average.  If an official 
laboratory does not meet these performance requirements on each component of the clearance test, the testing license 
shall be suspended. (        ) 
 
 c. Probation.  The Department may place an official laboratory on probation for two (2) weeks if:  
   (        ) 
 
 i. The records demonstrate all calibration and performance checks of all testing devices were 

performed, as required under these rules, and are operating within the tolerances set forth in Sections 
110, 111 and 130, and;  (        ) 

  
 ii. The average performance error in the clearance test sample set was within plus or minus .031% 

protein, .033% milkfat and .065% other solids.  Clearance test results from laboratories on 
probationary status shall be included in the calculation of the rolling group of 13 average.  
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   (        ) 
 
 043. License Reinstatement. An official laboratory may seek reinstatement of a suspended license when 
by completing the following: the official laboratory provides the department written documentation detailing the 
procedural corrections that have been made to the testing device. The documentation must include a minimum of two 
(2) weeks of component testing results demonstrating that the testing device has been and will remain in tolerance. 
Upon receipt of that information, the department may reinstate the official laboratory’s license. (3-21-12)  
   (         ) 
 a. Written Request.  The official laboratory shall provide the Department a written request for 
reinstatement of their testing license.  The request shall include documentation detailing the procedural corrections 
that have been made to the testing device(s), as well as a minimum of two (2) weeks of component testing results 
demonstrating that the testing device(s) have been and will remain in tolerance.  (         ) 
 
 b. Clearance Test.  The average performance error of the official laboratory must be within plus or 
minus .031% protein, .033% milkfat and .065% other solids on a sample set issued by the Department.  If the request 
for reinstatement does not coincide with the normal biweekly sample set issued by the Department, the official 
laboratory will be solely responsible for the cost of procuring and shipping the additional sample set.  Clearance test 
results used for license reinstatement shall not be included in the calculation of the rolling group of 13 average.   
   (        ) 
 
 054. License Revocation for Repeated Out of Tolerance Test Results. If the regulatory sample results 
are repeatedly out of tolerance, the department may initiate steps to revoke the official laboratory’s license to conduct 
component testing for three (3) months or more. (3-21-12) 
 

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SERVICE) 
 


