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IDAPA 02 
TITLE 04 

CHAPTER 13 

02.04.13 – RULES GOVERNING RAW MILK 

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SERVICE) 
 
004. INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE. 
The following document is incorporated by reference, and copies of the document may be obtained from the Idaho 
State Department of Agriculture central office at 2270 Old Penitentiary Road, Boise, Idaho, 83712: The Grade A 
Pasteurized Milk Ordinance 2009 2017 Revision, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Public Health 
Service Food and Drug Administration (“2009 2017 Pasteurized Milk Ordinance”), except those provisions 
establishing raw milk standards for raw milk for pasteurization. This document is available online at 
http://www.fda.gov/downloads/Food/FoodSafety/Product-
SpecificInformation/MilkSafety/NationalConferenceonInterstateMilkShipmentsNCIMSModel 
Documents/UCM209789.pdf. 
https://www.fda.gov/downloads/Food/GuidanceRegulation/GuidanceDocumentsRegulatoryInformation/Milk/UCM
612027.pdf  (4-7-11) (        ) 
 

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SERVICE) 
 
010. STANDARDS FOR RAW MILK AND RAW MILK PRODUCTS. 
 
 01. Requirements. All raw milk and raw milk products shall be produced and processed to conform 
with the standards listed in Subsection 010.02 of this rule. Permitted dairy farms and raw milk plants must meet the 
sanitation requirements of the 2009 2017 Pasteurized Milk Ordinance, unless the dairy farm has a Small Herd Raw 
Milk Permit or has registered a herd share arrangement with the Department. (4-7-11) (        ) 
 
 02. Chemical, Bacteriological, and Temperature Standards. 
 
 

RAW MILK 

Temperature 
Cooled to forty degrees Fahrenheit (40F or 5C) or less within two (2) hour after milking 

provided that the blend temperature after the first and subsequent milking does not 
exceed forty-five degrees Fahrenheit (45F or 7C). 

 Bacterial Limits Raw milk and raw milk products except cultured raw milk products shall not exceed 
fifteen thousand (15,000) per ml. 

Coliform Limits Raw milk and raw milk products may not exceed twenty-five (25) per ml. 

Drugs Raw milk must test negative by a test method approved by the Department. 

Somatic Cell Counts Raw milk must not exceed five hundred thousand (500,000) per ml. Goat or sheep raw 
milk must not exceed seven hundred and fifty thousand (750,000) per ml. 

Brucellosis Test 

Raw milk obtained from sheep or goats must be from animals that have tested negative 
on an annual brucellosis test performed by an official laboratory. Raw milk obtained 
from bovines must be from animals that have tested negative on the Brucellosis Ring 
Test perfomed by an official laboratory. 

http://www.fda.gov/downloads/Food/FoodSafety/Product-SpecificInformation/MilkSafety/NationalConferenceonInterstateMilkShipmentsNCIMSModel%20Documents/UCM209789.pdf
http://www.fda.gov/downloads/Food/FoodSafety/Product-SpecificInformation/MilkSafety/NationalConferenceonInterstateMilkShipmentsNCIMSModel%20Documents/UCM209789.pdf
http://www.fda.gov/downloads/Food/FoodSafety/Product-SpecificInformation/MilkSafety/NationalConferenceonInterstateMilkShipmentsNCIMSModel%20Documents/UCM209789.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/downloads/Food/GuidanceRegulation/GuidanceDocumentsRegulatoryInformation/Milk/UCM612027.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/downloads/Food/GuidanceRegulation/GuidanceDocumentsRegulatoryInformation/Milk/UCM612027.pdf


 

 Page 2   

Tuberculosis Test All raw milk must be from animals that have been accredited as tuberculosis free or must 
have passed an annual tuberculosis test. 

   (4-7-11) 
 
 03. Commingled Milk. Milk from commingled species must meet the somatic cell count of the most 
restrictive species. (4-7-11) 
 

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SERVICE) 
 
020. RAW MILK PERMITS. 
 
 01. Requirements. It is unlawful for any person who does not possess a Raw Milk Permit from the 
Department to produce, process, sell or offer for sale raw milk or raw milk products for human consumption to persons 
other than members of the dairy farm’s immediate household. (4-7-11) 
 
 02. Obtaining a Raw Milk Permit. Only a person who complies with these rules may receive and 
retain a Raw Milk Permit. Raw Milk Permits are not transferable with respect to persons or locations. Prior to the 
issuance of a permit each dairy farm whose raw milk or raw milk products are intended for human consumption within 
the state of Idaho must comply with the following requirements: (4-7-11) 
 
 a. Submit to and pass a qualifying inspection conducted by the Department; (4-7-11) 
 
 b. Meet the applicable sanitation, construction, and procedural requirements of the 2009 2017 
Pasteurized Milk Ordinance; (4-7-11) (        ) 
 
 c. Meet the raw milk and raw milk products quality standards in Section 010 of these rules; (4-7-11) 
 
 d. Meet the tuberculosis and brucellosis standards in Section 010 of these rules; and (4-7-11) 
 
 e. Produce and process all raw milk and raw milk products  
on the same premises. (4-7-11) 
 
 03. Inspection Frequency. Following the issuance of a permit, the Department will inspect each Raw 
Milk Permit holder operation at least once every three (3) months. (4-7-11) 
 
 04. Sanitation Requirements. All raw milk dairy farms and raw milk plants that process raw milk or 
raw milk products into final containers for human consumption must meet the requirements of the 2009 2017 
Pasteurized Milk Ordinance and Section 010 of these rules if the raw milk or raw milk products are for use by persons 
other than the dairy farm’s immediate household.  (4-7-11) (        ) 
 
021. -- 029. (RESERVED) 
 
030. SMALL HERD RAW MILK PERMITS. 
It is unlawful for any person with a small herd to sell raw milk and raw milk products for human consumption without 
a Small Herd Raw Milk Permit issued by the Department. The Small Herd Raw Milk Permit applies to raw milk and 
raw milk products intended for human consumption for persons other than members of the dairy farm’s immediate 
household. (4-7-11) 
 
 01. Obtaining a Small Herd Raw Milk Permit. Only a person who complies with these rules may 
receive and retain a Small Herd Raw Milk Permit. The Small Herd Raw Milk Permit will indicate the physical location 
of the small herd and the mailing address of the owner or operator in charge of the herd’s care and milk quality. Small 
Herd Raw Milk Permits are not transferable to another person or location. Applications for a Small Herd Raw Milk 
Permit may be upon a form provided by the Department. All holders of Small Herd Raw Milk Permits issued by the 
Department must meet the following conditions: (4-7-11) 
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 a. Meet the raw milk and raw milk products quality standards as set forth in Section 010 of these rules;
   (4-7-11) 
 
 b. Meet the tuberculosis and brucellosis standards as set forth in Section 010 of these rules; (4-7-11) 
 
 c. Meet the applicable drug testing requirements as determined by the Department based on dairy farm 
drug therapy and milk quality history; and (4-7-11) 
 
 d. All raw milk and raw milk products must be produced and processed on the same premises. 
   (4-7-11) 
 
 02. Testing Frequency. Raw milk or raw milk products must be tested at a frequency of at least four 
(4) times in separate months during any consecutive six-month period. (4-7-11) 
 
 03. Product Quality. Whenever three (3) out of five (5) consecutive bacteria, coliform, or somatic cell 
counts exceed milk quality standards, the milk may not be offered for human consumption until subsequent product 
testing shows that the raw milk or raw milk products comply with Section 010 of these rules. (4-7-11) 
 
 04. Test Results Made Available. A Small Herd Raw Milk Permit holder must provide raw milk and 
raw milk product quality tests results if requested by individuals who purchase raw milk and raw milk products. 
   (4-7-11) 
 
 05. Exemption from Pasteurized Milk Ordinance. A small herd operation that is in compliance with 
a Small Herd Raw Milk Permit requirements is exempt from the sanitary, construction, inspection, and operation 
requirements of the 2009 2017 Pasteurized Milk Ordinance. (4-7-11) (        ) 
 
031. -- 039. (RESERVED) 
 
040. HERD SHARE PROGRAMS. 
 
 01. Registration. The dairy farm or farmer responsible for a herd participating in a herd share program 
must register the farm or dairy with the Department. Registration may be upon a form provided by the Department or 
may be a written statement containing, at a minimum, the following information: (4-7-11) 
 
 a. The name of the farmer, farm, or dairy; (4-7-11) 
 
 b. A valid, current address for the farmer, farm, or dairy; and (4-7-11) 
 
 c. A statement that raw milk or raw milk products are being produced at the farm or dairy. (4-7-11) 
 
 02. Proof of Ownership Interest. The farmer and each owner of the herd share must enter into a written 
contract evidencing the herd share arrangement. The contractual documents must include, at a minimum, the folowing 
following: (4-7-11) (        ) 
 
 a. A bill of sale, stock certificate, or other written evidence satisfactory to the Department; (4-7-11) 
 
 b. A boarding and care plan for the livestock; (4-7-11) 
 
 c. A conspicuous notice that the milk or milk products received under the contract will be raw; and 
   (4-7-11) 
 
 d. Proof that written information regarding the herd health and production standards used by the dairy 
or farm have been provided to each herd share owner. (4-7-11) 
 
 03. Testing and Results. The farm or dairy must comply with the testing frequency and standards set 
forth in Section 37-1101, Idaho Code. A copy of all test results, the name of the tests performed, and an explanation 



 

 Page 4   

of the tests and test results must be provided to each owner. Proof that the information has been provided to the owners 
must be sent to the Department. (4-7-11) 
 
 04. Product Quality. Whenever three (3) out of five (5) consecutive bacteria, coliform, or somatic cell 
counts exceed milk quality standards, the milk may not be offered for human consumption until subsequent product 
testing shows that the raw milk or raw milk products comply with Section 010 of these rules. (4-7-11) 
 
 05. Restriction on Sale. No person who obtains raw milk or raw milk products under a herd share 
arrangement may sell, offer for sale, advertise for sale, or distribute such raw milk or raw milk products to any person, 
restaurant, food establishment, grocery store, or farmers’ market. (4-7-11) 
 
 06. Procurement of Raw Milk or Raw Milk Products. Raw milk or raw milk products may only be 
received directly from the dairy farm by the owners of a herd share or by an owner on behalf of another herd share 
owner participating in the same herd share program. (4-7-11) 
 

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SERVICE) 
 


